
This morning at 7:00 am, I attended the annual “See You at the Pole” prayer service at the 
Saratoga Springs High School.  This years theme for Saratoga HS was taken from 2 Kings and 
entitled, “Engage: Go and Pray...” 
 
““WWhheenn  tthhee  kkiinngg  hheeaarrdd  wwhhaatt  wwaass  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  tthhee  bbooookk,,  GGoodd''ss  RReevveellaattiioonn,,  hhee  rriippppeedd  hhiiss  rroobbeess  iinn  
ddiissmmaayy..  AAnndd  tthheenn  hhee  ccaalllleedd  ffoorr  tthhee  pprriieesstt,,  tthhee  rrooyyaall  sseeccrreettaarryy,,  aanndd  hhiiss  ppeerrssoonnaall  aaiiddee..  HHee  oorrddeerreedd  
tthheemm  aallll::  ‘‘GGoo  aanndd  pprraayy  ttoo  GGoodd  ffoorr  mmee  aanndd  ffoorr  tthhiiss  ppeeooppllee——ffoorr  aallll  JJuuddaahh!!  FFiinndd  oouutt  wwhhaatt  wwee  mmuusstt  ddoo  
iinn  rreessppoonnssee  ttoo  wwhhaatt  iiss  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  tthhiiss  bbooookk  tthhaatt  hhaass  jjuusstt  bbeeeenn  ffoouunndd!!  GGoodd''ss  aannggeerr  mmuusstt  bbee  bbuurrnniinngg  
ffuurriioouussllyy  aaggaaiinnsstt  uuss——oouurr  aanncceessttoorrss  hhaavveenn''tt  oobbeeyyeedd  aa  tthhiinngg  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  tthhiiss  bbooookk,,  ffoolllloowweedd  nnoonnee  ooff  tthhee  
iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss  ddiirreecctteedd  ttoo  uuss’’..””    ((22  KKiinnggss  2222::1111--1133,,  MMssgg..))  
 
 While I was there, we gathered around the flag pole in front of the School – About 20 teens and 
8-10 adults (teachers, administrators)  Now I attended for two reasons, both I feel are as equally 
important and vital as a follower of Jesus Christ... 
 
11))  AA  pprroouudd  ppaarreenntt – Both Kaila and Kristen participate in the Bible Club and this morning, 

Kristen led some of the worship time – It was awesome seeing how God is working in the lives 
of our children, so as a proud parent I was there to support my girls! 

 
22))  AA  ffeellllooww--sseerrvvaanntt – Just being with Christ-minded individuals who have a desire to see God 

uplifted in the public school system is something I can really get into – Sometimes, a very dark 
place that needs a lot of light shining into it.  It was so encouraging to see young adults, 
freshmen through seniors gathering to pray for their Classmates, Teachers, Administrators, 
National leaders, World leaders, and for those around the world who do not have the freedom 
to meet in such a manner as to pray in public.  It was pretty uplifting and encouraging to be a 
part of that this morning! 

 
 I would encourage all of us to keep our children, their schools, teachers, administrators and 
alike in prayer this school year – It’s not easy being a teacher, especially in the public school system or 
a student for that matter...  But tack onto that trying to live out your faith in Christ in a way that has 
impact upon those whom you are around, and that can be an overwhelming proposition.  Yet, we are 
called to be light and salt wherever we find ourselves – So join me in praying for our children and 
their teachers and administrators... 
 
““II  aamm  nnoott  aasshhaammeedd  ooff  tthhee  ggoossppeell  [[ggoooodd  nneewwss]],,  bbeeccaauussee  iitt  iiss  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  GGoodd  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaallvvaattiioonn  ooff  
eevveerryyoonnee  wwhhoo  bbeelliieevveess::  ffiirrsstt  ffoorr  tthhee  JJeeww,,  tthheenn  ffoorr  tthhee  GGeennttiillee..    FFoorr  iinn  tthhee  ggoossppeell  aa  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  ffrroomm  
GGoodd  iiss  rreevveeaalleedd,,  aa  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  tthhaatt  iiss  bbyy  ffaaiitthh  ffrroomm  ffiirrsstt  ttoo  llaasstt,,  jjuusstt  aass  iitt  iiss  wwrriitttteenn::  ‘‘TThhee  rriigghhtteeoouuss  
wwiillll  lliivvee  bbyy  ffaaiitthh’’..””    ((RRoommaannss  11::1166--1177))  
 
““FFoorr  tthhiiss  rreeaassoonn  II  kknneeeell  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  FFaatthheerr,,  ffrroomm  wwhhoomm  hhiiss  wwhhoollee  ffaammiillyy[[aa]]  iinn  hheeaavveenn  aanndd  oonn  eeaarrtthh  
ddeerriivveess  iittss  nnaammee..    II  pprraayy  tthhaatt  oouutt  ooff  hhiiss  gglloorriioouuss  rriicchheess  hhee  mmaayy  ssttrreennggtthheenn  yyoouu  wwiitthh  ppoowweerr  tthhrroouugghh  
hhiiss  SSppiirriitt  iinn  yyoouurr  iinnnneerr  bbeeiinngg,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  CChhrriisstt  mmaayy  ddwweellll  iinn  yyoouurr  hheeaarrttss  tthhrroouugghh  ffaaiitthh..    AAnndd  II  pprraayy  tthhaatt  
yyoouu,,  bbeeiinngg  rrooootteedd  aanndd  eessttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  lloovvee,,  mmaayy  hhaavvee  ppoowweerr,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  aallll  tthhee  ssaaiinnttss,,  ttoo  ggrraasspp  
hhooww  wwiiddee  aanndd  lloonngg  aanndd  hhiigghh  aanndd  ddeeeepp  iiss  tthhee  lloovvee  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  aanndd  ttoo  kknnooww  tthhiiss  lloovvee  tthhaatt  ssuurrppaasssseess  
kknnoowwlleeddggee——tthhaatt  yyoouu  mmaayy  bbee  ffiilllleedd  ttoo  tthhee  mmeeaassuurree  ooff  aallll  tthhee  ffuullllnneessss  ooff  GGoodd..””    ((EEpphheessiiaannss  33::1144--1199))  
 
 

Be Strong, Be Courageous, Be Fearless – and remember… 
 

Christ IS All! 

Pastor Mark 

 


